
TITLE III, CANON 4: OF LICENSED MINISTRIES  CANONS OF THE GENERAL CONVENTION 2003 
Sec. 1 (a) A confirmed communicant in good standing or, in extraordinary circumstances, subject to 
guidelines established by the Bishop, a communicant in good standing, may be licensed by the 
Ecclesiastical Authority to serve as Pastoral Leader, Worship Leader, Preacher, Eucharistic Minister, 
Eucharistic Visitor or Catechist. Requirements and guidelines for the selection, training, continuing 
education, and deployment of such persons and the duration of licenses shall be established by the Bishop 
in consultation with the Commission on Ministry. 

(b) The Presiding Bishop or the Bishop Suffragan for the Armed Forces may authorize a member of 
the Armed Forces to exercise one or more of these ministries in the Armed Forces in accordance with the 
provisions of this Canon. Requirements and guidelines for the selection, training, continuing education, 
and deployment of such persons shall be established by the Bishop granting the license. 

Sec. 2 (a)  The Member of the Clergy or other leader exercising oversight of the congregation or other 
community of faith may request the Ecclesiastical Authority with jurisdiction to license persons within 
that congregation or other community of faith to exercise such ministries. The license shall be issued for a 
period of time to be determined under Canon III.4.1(a) and may be renewed. The license may be revoked 
by the Ecclesiastical Authority upon request of or upon notice to the Member of the Clergy or other leader 
exercising oversight of the congregation or other community of faith. 

(b) In renewing the license, the Ecclesiastical Authority shall consider the performance of the ministry 
by the person licensed, continuing education in the licensed area, and the endorsement of the Member of 
the Clergy or other leader exercising oversight of the congregation or other community of faith in which 
the person is serving. 

(c) A person licensed in any Diocese under the provisions of this Canon may serve in another 
congregation or other community of faith in the same or another Diocese only at the invitation of the 
Member of the Clergy or other leader exercising oversight, and with the consent of the Ecclesiastical 
Authority in whose jurisdiction the service will occur. 

Sec. 3. A Pastoral Leader is a lay person authorized to exercise pastoral or administrative responsibility 
in a congregation under special circumstances, as defined by the Bishop. 

Sec. 4. A Worship Leader is a lay person who regularly leads public worship under the direction of the 
Member of the Clergy or other leader exercising oversight of the congregation or other community of 
faith. 

Sec. 5. A Preacher is a lay person authorized to preach. Persons so authorized shall only preach in 
congregations under the direction of the Member of the Clergy or other leader exercising oversight of the 
congregation or other community of faith. 

Sec. 6. A Eucharistic Minister is a lay person authorized to administer the Consecrated Elements at a 
Celebration of Holy Eucharist. A Eucharistic Minister acts under the direction of a Deacon, if any, or 
otherwise, the Member of the Clergy or other leader exercising oversight of the congregation or other 
community of faith. 

Sec. 7. A Eucharistic Visitor is a lay person authorized to take the Consecrated Elements in a timely 
manner following a Celebration of Holy Eucharist to members of the congregation who, by reason of 
illness or infirmity, were unable to be present at the Celebration. A Eucharistic Visitor should normally 
act under the direction of a Deacon, if any, or otherwise, the Member of the Clergy or other leader 
exercising oversight of the congregation or other community of faith.  

Sec. 8. A Catechist is a lay person authorized to prepare persons for Baptism, Confirmation, Reception, 
and the Reaffirmation of Baptismal Vows, and shall function under the direction of the Member of the 
Clergy or other leader exercising oversight of the congregation or other community of faith. 

(Source of revised national church canons in their pre-publication form: www.episcopalchurch.org under Leadership 
Resources/Office of the General Convention/Legislation; they are expected to be available in print March 2004.) 


