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THE SEVENFOLD GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT:
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Inspiration for a Prayer Vigil

on behalf of 
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July 1-5, 2009
and 
UBUNTU:  I in YOU and YOU in ME
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Calendar, Themes and Page Numbers
Please pray daily following the seven-day cycle of themes.
General Introduction - p. 3
June 28:  The Gift of True Godliness - p. 4

June 29:  The Gift of Wisdom - p. 5


June 30:  The Gift of Understanding - p. 6



July 1:  The Gift of Courage - p. 7




July 2:  The Gift of Counsel - p. 8





July 3:  The Gift of Knowledge - p. 9






July 4:  The Gift of Holy Fear - p. 10
July 5: The Gift of True Godliness - p. 4

July 6: The Gift of Wisdom - p. 5


July 7:  The Gift of Understanding - p. 6



July 8 -- The Gift of Courage - p. 7




July 9 -- The Gift of Counsel - p. 8





July 10 -- The Gift of Knowledge - p. 9






July 11 -- The Gift of Holy Fear - p. 10
July 12 -- The Gift of True Godliness - p. 4

July 13 -- The Gift of Wisdom - p. 5


July 14 -- The Gift of Understanding - p. 6



July 15 -- The Gift of Courage - p. 7




July 16 -- The Gift of Counsel - p. 8





July 17 -- The Gift of Knowledge - p. 9






July 18 -- The Gift of Holy Fear - p. 10
Concluding Prayers - p. 11
The sevenfold Gift of the Holy Spirit is ours if we claim it.  When we do, it will become a reality in our lives and we no longer will have to depend solely on our human wisdom and strength to carry out our commitments to our Father.
-- National Study Guide, Preparation for Admission into the Order of DOK

GENERAL INTRODUCTORY PRAYERS

The Prayer of the Order of the Daughters of the King


Pour out upon us the sevenfold gift of the Holy Spirit that we may always remember it is your work we are called to do, that all we think, do or say may be pleasing in your sight.  We ask it all For His Sake, our King and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Help us to Pray

Almighty God, help us to pray so faithfully that we may draw near to you and learn your will.  Help us to serve so joyfully that others may be drawn to you.  May your Holy Spirit guide us each day, that all we think, do, or say may be acceptable to you.  We ask all for the sake of Him whose cross we wear, our Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen.

HYMNS 503, 504   
Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, and lighten with celestial fire.

Thou the anointing Spirit art, who dost the sevenfold gifts impart.

Thy blessed unction from above is comfort, life, and fire of love.

Enable with perpetual light the dullness of our blinded sight.

Anoint and cheer our soiled face with the abundance of thy grace.

Keep far our foes, give peace at home: where thou art guide, no ill can come.

Teach us to know the Father, Son, and thee, of both, to be but One,
that through the ages all along, this may be our endless song:

praise to thy eternal merit, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

PRAYER FOR A CHURCH CONVENTION OR MEETING (BCP  818)


 Almighty and everliving God, source of all wisdom and understanding, be present with those who take counsel at the Triennial and the General Convention for the renewal and mission of your Church.  Teach us in all things to seek first your honor and glory.  Guide us to perceive what is right, and grant us both the courage to pursue it and the grace to accomplish it; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

PRAYER FOR THE NATIONAL COUNCIL


Heavenly Father, bless the members of our National Council, especially Phyllis Easley, and all the Triennial Delegates  as they strive to perform their responsibilities to the Order.  We pray believing that the sense of your presence will strengthen them for the tasks and decisions placed before them.  They acknowledge you as the Master of their lives.  Take their lips and speak through them, take their hearts and set them afire to do your will, and take their hands to serve wherever called in His Name and For His Sake.  Amen.
PRAYER FOR THE CLERGY AND BISHOPS


Almighty God, we lift up your servants, the Clergy and Bishops in your Church;  give them grace to nurture your people that we may grow in the knowledge and love of your Son, Jesus Christ.  We pray that they might be filled with the gifts of the Holy Spirit and that their lives may be examples of righteousness and wholeness.  Amen.

THE GIFT OF TRUE GODLINESS

makes us desire to seek first the Kingdom of God.
 --National Study Guide, Preparation for Admission into the Order of DOK
HYMN 711 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God and its righteousness,

and all these things shall be added unto you;

Allelu, alleluia!

Ask, and it shall be given unto you, seek and ye shall find,

knock and the door shall be opened unto you; 

Allelu, alleluia!

PSALM 42
As the deer longs for the water-brooks,

  so longs my soul for you, O God.

My soul is athirst for God, athirst for the living God;

  when shall I come to appear before the presence of God?

Psalm 62

For God alone my soul in silence waits;

  from him comes my salvation.

He alone is my rock and my salvation,

  my stronghold, so that I shall not be greatly shaken.
Psalm 63

O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you;

  my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you,

  as in a barren and dry land where there is no water.

Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place,

  that I might behold your power and your glory.

For your loving-kindness is better than life itself'

  my lips shall give you praise.


THE GIFT OF WISDOM
enables us to use our understanding of God for the benefit of others.

Wisdom is understanding with love.

-- National Study Guide, Preparation for Admission into the Order of DOK

PRAYER FOR GUIDANCE (BCP 832)


O God, by whom the meek are guided in judgment, and light riseth up in darkness for the godly: Grant us, in all our doubts and uncertainties, the grace to ask what thou wouldest have us to do, that the Spirit of wisdom may save us from all false choices, and that in thy light we may see light, and in thy straight path may not stumble; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

FOR FAITHFULNESS IN SERVICE from the National Handbook (34)

O Lord, Jesus Christ, head of the mystical body of the Church of which we are members, cleanse our eyes to see you, quicken our ears to hear you, open our lips to show forth your praise, give our hands skill to do your bidding, and make our feet swift to go where you guide, that your Kingdom may come and your will be done on earth as it is in heaven, all for your dear sake.  Amen.
PROPER 11 (BCP 231)


Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities before we ask and our ignorance in asking.  Have compassion on our weakness, and mercifully give us those things which for our unworthiness we dare not, and for our blindness we cannot ask; through the 
worthiness of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.
HYMN 516
Come down, O Love divine, seek thou this soul of mine,

and visit it with thine own ardor glowing;

O Comforter, draw near, within my heart appear,

and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing.

O let it freely burn, till earthly passions turn

to dust and ashes in its heat consuming;

and let thy gloirous light shine ever on my sight,
and clothe me round, the while my path illuming.

And so the yearning strong, with which the soul will long,

shall far outpass the power of human telling;
for none can guess its grace, till Love create a place

wherein the Holy Spirit makes a dwelling.

THE GIFT OF UNDERSTANDING

makes the meaning of what we learn about God clear to us so we understand what it means to put God first in our lives.

-- National Study Guide, Preparation for Admission into the Order of DOK

HYMN 508
Breathe on me, Breath of God,

fill me with life anew,

that I may love what thou dost love,

and do what thou wouldst do.

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

until my heart is pure,

until with ttee I will one will,

to do or to endure.

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

till I am wholly thine,

till all this earthly part of me

glows with thy fire divine.

Breathe on me, Breath of God,

so shall I never die;

but live with thee the perfect life

of thine eternity.

FOR EVANGELISM from the National Handbook (34)


O Lord, lead us, teach us and help us to make a constant effort in our own lives to present Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit in such ways that other persons may be led to believe in Him as Savior and follow Him as Lord within the fellowship of the Church.  Amen.  

HYMN 513
Like the murmur of the dove's song,

like the challenge of her flight,

like the vigor of the wind's rush,

like the new flame's eager might:

come, Holy Spirit, come.

To the members of Christ's Body,

to the branches of the Vine,
to the Church in faith assembled,

to her midst as gift and sign:

come, Holy Spirit, come.

With the healing of division,

with the ceaseless voice of prayer,

with the power to love and witness,

with the peace beyond compare:

come, Holy Spirit, come.

THE GIFT OF STRENGTH (FORTITUDE, COURAGE)

PSALM 21

I lift up my eyes to the hills;

  from where is my help to come?

My help comes from the Lord,

  the maker of heaven and earth.

He will not let your foot be moved

  and he who watches over you will not fall asleep.

HYMN 299

Spirit of God, unleashed on earth with rush of wind and roar of flame!
With tongues of fire saints spread good news; earth, kindling, blazed her loud acclaim.

You came in power; the Church was born; O Holy Spirit, come again!

From living waters raise new saints, let new tongues hail the risen Lord.

With burning words of victory won inspire our hearts grown cold with fear,

Revive in us baptismal grace, and fan our smoldering lives to flame.

HELP US TO PRAY from the National Handbook (33)

Almighty and everlasting God, in whom we live and move and have our being, we here dedicate our whole being to you and your service in faith and joy and love.  In this dedication we pray that you will confirm and strengthen us, O merciful God, that as we grow in age we may grow in grace and in the knowledge of our King, Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  Amen.

FOR MORAL COURAGE from the National Handbook (34)

Heavenly Father, you know the weakness and cowardliness of my heart.  You know how much I care for the opinion of others.  Help me, I beseech you, to care more for what is well pleasing in your sight.  Make me strong and courageous that I may never be afraid to do my duty.  Give me grace and courage to speak when and as I should.  Let me never shrink from my duty through the fear of others.  Let the love of Jesus fill my heart that in His strength I may be strong.  Give me the constant guidance and assistance of the Holy Spirit. I ask all in the name and for the sake of your dear son, Jesus Christ.  Amen.

HYMN 551
Rise up, ye saints of God!  Have done with lesser things,

give heart and soul and mind and strength

to serve the King of kings.

Rise up, ye saints of God!  His kingdom tarries long;

Lord, bring the day of truth and love

and end the day of wrong.

Lift high the cross of Christ!  Tread where his feet have trod; 

and quickened by the Spirit's power,

rise up, ye saints of God!
THE GIFT OF COUNSEL

puts us in a two-way communication with God so He can guide us in our daily lives.

-- National Study Guide, Preparation for Admission into the Order of DOK

JOHN 14:15-20

'If you love me you will obey my commands; and I will ask the Father, and he will give you another to be your Advocate, who will be with you for ever -- the Spirit of truth.  The world cannot receive him, because the world neither sees nor knows him; but you know him, because he dwells with you and is in you.  I will not leave you bereft; I am coming back to you.  In a little while the world will see me no longer, but you will see me; because I live, you too will live; then you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me and I in you.'

HELP US TO PRAY from The National Handbook  (33)


Almighty God, help us to pray so faithfully that we may draw near to you and learn your  will.  Help us to serve so joyfully that others may be drawn to you.  May your Holy Spirit guide us each day, that all we think, do or say may be acceptable to you.  We ask all for the sake of Him whose cross we wear, our Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen.

HYMN 505
O Spirit of Life, O Spirit of God,

 in every need thou bringest aid;

thou comest forth from God's great throne,

from God, the Father and the Son;

O Spirit of Life, O Spirit of God.

O Spirit of Life, O Spirit of God, 

increase our faith in our dear Lord;

unless thy grace the power should give,

none can believe in Christ and live;

O Spirit of Life, O Spirit of God.

O Spirit of Life, O Spirit of God.

make us to love thy sacred word;

the holy flame of love impart,

that charity may warm each heart; 

O Spirit of Life, O Spirit of God.

O Spirit of Life, O Spirit of God,

enlighten us by that same word;

teach us to know the Father's love,

and his dear Son, who reigns above;

O Spirit of Life, O Spirit of God.

A Morning Prayer from The National Handbook (33)

O blessed Jesus, whom to know is everlasting life and who did walk through the lanes and fields of Galilee with your disciples, go forth with us this day as we go about our tasks and duties.  Go before us in welcome, be with us in fellowship along the way and as we pass by, remain in the hearts of those we touch, for you are the beginning and the end, the same yesterday, today and forever, our Lord and Savior.  Amen.

THE GIFT OF KNOWLEDGE

enables us to see that an understanding of God is the most important knowledge there is. 
-- National Study Guide, Preparation for Admission into the Order of DOK

THE HOLY SPIRIT (from the Catechism, BCP 852-853)
Q.  Who is the Holy Spirit?
A.  The Holy Spirit is the Third Person of the Trinity, God at work in the world and in the Church even now.

Q.  How is the Holy Spirit revealed in the Old Covenant?

A.  The Holy Spirit is revealed in the Old Covenant as the giver of life, the One who spoke through the prophets.

Q.  How is the Holy Spirit revealed in the New Covenant?

A.  The Holy Spirit is revealed as the Lord who leads us into all truth and enables us to grow in the likeness of Christ.

Q.  How do we recognize the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives?

A.  We recognize the presence of the Holy Spirit when we confess Jesus Christ as Lord and are brought into love and harmony with God, with ourselves, with our neighbors, and with all creation.

Q.  How do we recognize the truths taught by the Holy Spirit?

A.  We recognize truths to be taught by the Holy Spirit when they are in accord with the Scriptures.

HYMN 511

Holy Spirit, ever living as the Church's very life;  

Holy Spirit, ever striving through her in a ceaseless strife;
Holy Spirit, ever forming in the Church the mind of Christ;

Thee we praise with endless worship for thy fruits and gifts unpriced.

Holy Spirit, ever working through the Church's ministry;

Quickening, strengthening and absolving, setting captive sinners free;

Holy Spirit, ever binding age to age, and soul to soul,
in a fellowship unending thee we worship and extol.
THE GIFT OF HOLY FEAR
implants in us a reverence for God and His commandments.  Holy fear is our awareness of God's presence in us and of His awareness of us, which makes us more likely to watch what we think, say and do.

-- National Study Guide, Preparation for Admission into the Order of DOK

FROM MOTHER THERESA

There is a light in the world, a healing spirit more powerful than any darkness we may encounter.  Sometimes we lose sight of this force where there is suffering, too much pain.  Then suddenly, the spirit will emerge through the lives of ordinary people who hear a call and answer in extraordinary ways.

FOR THANKSGIVING from the National Handbook (35)


Heavenly Father, from whose hand comes every good and perfect gift, we give thanks for your kindness to us and to all people.  With grateful hearts we praise you for the gift of life, health and strength, for our vocation to prayer and service and for the opportunity each day of ministering in Christ's name and for making His way known throughout the world.  Enable us to express our thanksgiving by a rededication of ourselves to the advancement of your glory, the up-building of your Church and the extension of your Kingdom.  We ask in Christ's name.  Amen.

HYMNS 226, 227

Come, thou Holy Spirit bright; come with thy celestial light;

pour on us thy love divine.

Come protector of the poor; come thou source of blessings sure;

come within our hearts to shine.

Thou, of comforters the best, thou, the soul's most welcome guest,

of our peace thou art the sign.

In our labor, be our aid; in our summer, cooling shade,

every bitter tear refine.

Brighter than the noonday sun, fill our lives which Christ has won;
fill our hearts and make them thine

Where there art not, we have nought; all our word and deed and thought

twisted from thy true design.

Bend the stubborn heart and will; melt the frozen, warm the chill;

Rule us by thy judgment's line. 

Cleanse us with thy healing power,

what is barren bring to flower; to thy love our sins consign..

To thy people who adore and confess thee evermore,

thy blest sevenfold gift assign.  

Grant us thy salvation, Lord,

boundless mercy our reward, joys which earth and heaven entwine.

PSALM 112
Hallelujah!

Happy are they who fear the Lord

 And have great delight in his commandments!
Concluding Prayer

Creator of branches, rivers and stones

of fiery flames and startling stars;

kindle the spark of your spirit within us;

set our hearts on fire.

Knit us together --

the hands, feet, ears, and eyes

and voices and yes, even the elbows and knees,

until we become one body in Christ.

Gather us together as your people, into one person in Christ.

Your will be done,

in earth and in heaven;

world without end.

Amen.

Taize Community Prayer of Intercession

O living God, come and make our souls temples of thy Spirit.

Sanctify us, O Lord!
Baptize thy whole Church with fire, that the divisions soon may cease, and that it may stand before the world as a pillar and buttress of thy truth.

Sanctify us, O Lord!
Grant us all the fruits of thy Holy Spirit:  brotherly love, joy, peace, patience, goodwill and faithfulness.

Sanctify us, O Lord!
May the Holy Spirit speak by the voice of thy servants, here and everywhere, as they preach thy word.

Sanctify us, O Lord!
Send thy Holy Spirit, the comforter, to all who face adversity, or who are the victims of men's wickedness.

Sanctify us, O Lord!
Preserve all nations and their leaders from hatred and war, and build up a tru community among nations, through the power of thy Spirit.

Sanctify us, O Lord!
Holy Spirit, Lord and source of life, giver of the seven gifts,

Sanctify us, O Comforter.
Spirit of wisdom and understanding, Spirit of counsel and strength,

Sanctify us, O Comforter.
Spirit of knowledge and devotion, Spirit of obedience to the Lord.

Sanctify us, O Comforter.

oF THE hOLY sPIRIT (bcp 200)


Almighty and most merciful God, grant, we beseech thee, that by the indwelling of thy Holy Spirit we may be enlightened and strengthened for thy service; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the same Spirit ever, one God, world without end. Amen.
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